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Cancer screening programs in Belgium
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Databases and linkages
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Contribution of the Belgian Cancer Registry

Plan ïDo ïCheck - Act

Available Data on:
Å Diagnostic/screening procedures
Å Description of lesion 

(no, benign, malign)

Å Follow - up/Treatment

Research projects

Evaluation/
Quality assurance

Cost - effectiveness

Policymaking



Exclusion lists: reducing costs and 
overscreening
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Months before participation to screening

Overscreening in the Flemish breast cancer 
screening program

2015

2016

2017

Á Check: % of overscreened participants 

to organized screening, Flemish Region

Á Plan/Do: Implementation 

of exclusion lists

In 2015, more then 11.000 

women were overscreened



Exclusion lists: reducing costs and 
overscreening
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Months before participation to screening

Overscreening in the Flemish breast cancer 
screening program

2015

2016

2017

Á Check 2017: almost 4800 less women 

were overscreened compared to 2015

Á Act: Implementation of exclusion lists 

at the end of 2016, Flemish Region



Exclusion lists: reducing costs and 
overscreening

Á Check 2017: 15% of the target 

population, n=180.178, could be 

excluded

Á Reducing cost invitation letters 

and FIT tests

Á Act: Exclusion lists, Walloon Region
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Exclusions, colorectal cancer screening, Walloon Region 
2017

To be invited

Exclusion because of
Faecal occult blood test

Exclusion because of
Colonoscopy
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Colorectal cancer
/colectomy
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From screening results to
Follow - up data and Fail - safe

IMA -data 
Cervix

Belgian Cancer Registry

Cervix 
CHP

Cancer 
registry

All cervical samples diagnoses: 
Pap smears, HPV tests, Biopsies,é

All cervical 
cancer diagnoses

All cervical diagnostic or therapeutic procedures

Laboratories for pathological 
Anatomy

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6




